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TIE SCIENCE OE HISTOIY: 


A. LECTURE DELIVERED AT THE ROYAL INSTITUTION, 
FEBRUARY 5, 1864. 


ADIES AND GENTLEMEN, — I have imdertaken 
1 I to speak to you this evening on what is called the 
Science of History. I fear it is a dry subject; and 
■tliere seems, indeed, something incongruous in the very 
connection of such words as Science and History. It 
is as if we were to talk of the colour of sound, or the 
longitude of the rule-of-three. Where it is so diflSciilt 
•to make out the truth on the commonest disputed fact 
ixi matters passing under our very eyes, how can we 
■talk of a science in things long past, which come to us 
only through books ? It often seems to me as if History 
was lik^a child's box of letters, with which we can spell 
any word ^e please. We have only to pick out such let- 
ters as we want, arrange them as we like, and say nothing 
ahout those which do not suit our purpo^. 

I will try to make the thing intelligible, and I will 
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those opinions have iUi unuMia! ia. riu;i!a.ii. lia ;> <1.. 

not please ns, but they ex.air ou.i in'iiat.- u - W'.- ai v 

angry with them; uml I'lnray, lu i- ;ii- . aii 

uneasy misgiving that there may 111* III. iri - 1 : o: ii ::i lie 

opinions than wo like to allow. 

Mr Biujklo's g-nnoi“il tln'ory .sMin*-: :: iit r 

kind: When liuinaii (‘ivatuivh Ip/ ^ : • I--?, 

about tlicni in tlio world they livod iu, lla rr * * o t,i 
be no order in a.nyibiii<»‘. I)iiy> and nipht ■ u * 
the same len^’ih. Th<^ air \va.' st»uM'lim< . !i hf ,{i:d 
soinetimes cold. Honuj ol do* Niur-. roM- .-uid ‘ 
tbe sun; sonic wore alini>sl. motioiilt' .n in tin l.\ ; 
some described circKhS round a crnlra! a;!!’ :iii* 

nortli horizon. Tho planofs wrut nn print ijfl*' *<1 rr 
own; and in the eloni<‘iit.s thcro ^hPinrd nMiln*;;* b-n 
caprice. Sun and moon would ;if tnnr- p-* nu» in 
eclipse, Bometimos tho I'arlh it.-t lf wtudd h ik*- in: h a- 
men^s feet; and tlioy couhl oidy Mippo r ihuf »arih 
and air and sky and water wen^ inhal>itr«l aiai iiiaiuiLO'd 
by creatures us wayward as llioni.solv< N. 

Time went on, and tho di.sordrr bopan !«» ajiaiiy^' 
itself. Certain influoiicihs s(‘oim‘d boiu lh‘rr;i tu kh li, 
others malignant and d<'strur(iv(% and tha v.nrhl ua . 
supposed to be animated by go<»d .'>pirit> and < \ il ‘ , 

who were continually iighting against «‘a> h mCim, in 
outward nature and in human cn'at um-. iiMto-rh. . 
TinaJ-ly, as men ol)serv(‘d mon? and imagtn» d h— . ila 
interpretations gave way also, .riionmncmi tin- ihm t 
opposite in oCect were sc^on to lx*, tho ro.sult of Urn aim* 
natural law. Tbe fire did not burn tho boiihr dMwn if 
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the condition of his ninnh his wh<»l(' prnr( r,rif(<i^^ oii 
this planet, his creeds and consiifuticii^, hi- ,t:**'*d u* rd 
and his bad, his arts and his hi- .-nipii. ;nid 

his reYolutions, would be f<>und alllo arraiin^’ ? li* lu ' H* ' 
into clear relations of cause' and etlcct. 

It; when Mr liuckln pivsx-d hi- cnii.du- i. n . wr 
objected the difHculty (>f iindin- whal tic- tru’.ii -il-ut 
past times really was, he would admit it i‘;uciidl\ a . I ir 
as concerned individuals ; hut tln'i’c wa- JM>t tic jiuo 
difficulty, he said, w'ith masses (d mon. > mii'hf di - 

agree about the cluirac.t<Ts of flul ius (tr iihrri!! < a ;m\ 

but we could know wc'U <‘Uoiigli the Ihauou <'f tie- 
Empire. We luid their liicndtirc to ti ll n Ismh tlc y 
thought; wo had tli<u*r laws to (ell ti- hou tic } s fc d ; 
we had the broad faci* of the Wiirld, tie* hnio ucaiu 
tainous oatlino of tluiir geiK'ral doings upMU it, to !» 11 
us how they acted, lie Indicvcd it was all r* dm-ihh' !*> 
laws, and could he made. as inti'lligildi' as the yiowtli *4 
the chalk clitls or the <;oal mcasiUTs. 

And thus consist 'idly Mr l>uckl«‘ car« d !ilth* Imt 
individuals. He ditl not iH'licvt' fas c«ai}c om h:i aidj 
that the history of niaukind is the hi;dtu_\ of li 
men. Great men with him wcri* hut hu'^' ? chuo . 
obeying the same impulses with tin* n -i, iud\ pni, q,. 
a trifle more emdic. With lluan or without lie lo, iiio 
course of things would have been nuudi tie* 

As an illustration of the truth (if hi - view, ic u.add 
point to the now seieneo of Politit'al Eei»ijom\. 11* n- 
already was large area, of human ndiuty in u hteli 
natural laws were found to act uni'ningly. Mm h.jd 
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oi' the languid Italhm was the lunjH- ahn f,f t i,. *, 

race of whom the story of nMTihind rr!;!!!^ ;» 

And again, when we are told fha! ilu- Sji:ii,;,n li . j, 
superstitious, borause Spain is a eMaii!p\ 
we remember Japan, tla; spot ,.,|i ^ 

earthquakes are most frcqmmf. ami a- 

time there is the imwi sen-m; <i;.sbc-ii, f in ,,riv ■ aiM-i 
natural agoiiey wlKH.snpvj’r, 

Moreover, if men grow into w!,rt( ih. v b- 

natural laws, they e.-innot, lielp b, ing wlmi I’l., ' 

®f^^thoycannotb,dpbeingMvbnMbovoro.a 'id., 

" I’T 

obligations ami respoiiHiliilities, 

That, however, in thes,. (hrories (b..,-,- i. ,, .j 

dea oftratlUsqniioeertainiMn^ im- a b-.p,. 

that those who mmnfain them wonhl b..eont.mh.! ujli, 
^ns admission A man horn in a Mnin.nnPu, . onnirv 
rowa np a Mahometan; in a fa.boiie emu., 

Catholic; a Protestant eo„ntrv.niVo,e.s, ant II 

opinions are like his language; learns !„ il,;,,!, 
he learns to speak; ami it is a!.surd to mu,, 
reaponsMe for being what nature mab.. J. w.! 
■ake pains to educate Thei-eiH-, k t i 

tion and a bad odKcation ; there are rnVs t ' “ 

whether he turn^ouTwIl/rrllT X'"/”- 

into good habits; we keen him V". 

w, «» oM'i i. w,. lit,;:!,, 
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8'o<jd influence we can command. These are what are 
the advantages of a good education : and if we 

to proAude those under our care with it;, and if they 
8*0 Avrong in consequence, the responsibility we feel to 
1 >o as much ours as theirs. This is at once an admission 
the power over us of outAvard circumstances. 

In the same Avay, we allow for the strength of 
t*e;inpta.tions, and the like. 

In general, it is perfectly obAnous that men do neces- 
sa.rily absorb, out of the influences in Avhich they groAv 
■8.1 something which gi\’es a complexion to their whole 
t-xld'er-character. 

When historians liave to relate great social or 
f^peculatiA’C changes, the overthroAV of a monarchy or 
■tTie establishment of a creed, they do but half their duty 
i they merely relate the events. In an account, for 
ixistance, of the rise of Mahometanism, it is not enough 
■to describe the character of the Prophet, the ends AAhich 
lae set before him, the means which he made use of, 
o.iid the effect Avhich lie produced ; the historian must 
ftliOAv AAdiat there Avas in the condition of the Eastern 
Traces Avhich enabled Mahomet to act upon them so 
poAverfully ; their existing beliefs, their existing moral 
li.iid political condition. 

In our estimate of the past, and in our calculations 
of the future — in the judgments which we pass upon 
one another, ayg measure responsibility, not by the thing 
done, but by the oj^portunities Avhich people have had 
of knoAvins: better or Avorse, In the efforts which we 
xnake to keep our children from bad associations or 
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friends we. admit that extenial cinnuiwtancim }i»%e « 
powerM affect in making men what tliey «», 

Bat are circumstances everything f That is fht* 
whole question. A science of history, if it is mure ihim 
a mMeadiug name, implies that the relutiun Iwfween 
cause and Ast holds in human tilings as rumplefely iis 
in all others, that the origin of human actions is not, to 
be looked for in mysterious proiiorties of the inimi, hut 
in influences which »ro palpable and pondemhle. 

When natural causes ure liahlo to b© set asiih* and 


^tralked by what is called volition, llu» word Ht-mim 
is out of place. If it is free to a man to chiwiso what 
he will do or not do, there isnoadcqnato mdcncoof him. 
If there is a science' of him, there is no ftt'c ••hoicc, and' 

- the praise or blame with which wo regard one another 
are impertoent and out of place. 

I am tresqiassing upon these ethical grtmnda ho- 
unless I do, the subject cannot 1» made into!- 
ii^k Mankind are but an aggregate of Individiiola 
--^rfmhut the record of individual action ; «ml 
what xs true of the part, is true of the whole. 

We fml keenly about such things, and when ih« 
^ hmmm perplexing, we are apt to grow rhetorical 
^ paginate. But rhetoric is only ,nish.idi,.g. 

Atw the tenth may bo, it is liest that we shigdd 
^ Its truth of any kind we should k«.p our 

and hearts as oool as we can, * 

^ ns-rf we were taken, Kke I^„ita'« Tam„i„ 

•» ft. „„ J.,..,.; 
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ij 

wliat wi5 reiilly whom wo c*iiri:io iiiifl wliom 

we were going, liowovor iiiiploamiiit il iiitglil 1» fur 
some of us to fiml oiirHelv<*«, like Ti4ri|iiiii., iiiiiflit into 
villains, from the suhth? iieeoHsifkm of * llio best of iill 
possible worlils ; ’ iievt^rflieless, mmm utwh tlieorvas Mr 
Buekle’s iiiiglifc possibly turn ouf. iu bo true* Likely 
enough, thcire m some gmnt * eijuiiiioii of llie liiiiviirso' 
where fclio viihio of the unknown i.juitiitilicis <mfi lie 
detenu llul we must treiii thiiign in reliilioii to 
our own powers awl position ; nwl Ifin f|iiesf-iciri in, 
wdicifhor the scroop of ilmst! vnsf mirvimeiiii lie mt*mufml 
by the int-elleol of m’oittiires of n day like ourselviiS, 

The ^ FiiuhI- * of l#o«*thi% tired of the hiirri.it roll nil of 
ofirtlily kiiowlnlgt*, eiills imigie to his iiiiL lie tlf*sire-ti, 
first, to see the s|iirit of the* Miteroeosmos, hut his lieiirl 
fails him liefore* ho veiituri*ii timi irimnuKioiis imja^ri- 
iiient, liwl he siimnmiis before him, insfemi, llit* spirit 
of Ids own riie«n There In* feeL himself itt liotne* llm 
itreiifii of tsii.i inifl f.lnt storm of nrtion, tJie oi'erliisfitig 
oeeiiii of exisfeiiee, the web mill ilie woof, tiiitl the roiir- 
iiig looiti of time— he ginees n}mii tlieiii nil, iiiitl in piw* 
iioiliito itxiilfntioii eliiiftw feihnrstdp ll■if}| the iiwfiii 
thing lieibrti liirio But the mnjeHtie visiuti hides, miit it 
vokie enineii to hiiii---* lltou art fellow willi tln^ spirits 
wli|^di lliy iiiiwl eiiii griisp -■-not wdlh win* 

lltid.Mr liiirkli^ trieil to follow his priitidpleM intii 
iltiiiiih it might ltii%si fiirwl no lieiler witli liiin lliiiti 
with * - 

Whiit iirr* ihi! eoiiflilioiin of a «tdt|ir*eF inn! 
itiay liny he mid to enter the mfiniilijie sfngoF 
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I suppose when the facts of it begi 
selves into groups ; when phenomc 


ivhen, affer certain antmiwbnH (wliiiii 
qt*®cesareuniformlyRoen to follow; who., 

have be® mUmted to furnish a basis f.,.. !. i 

m 

to be utterly vague, that it'is p„.WbI« in «,nm' rloZ 
to foresee the foture by the help of them. 

Tffl a subjwt has advancetl ns f«r a« tins, to amnd 
f a ^moe of it is an abuse of Jangujjgo. ft i* 
mugh to say that there must bo a sdonoo of h«m„, 

-rro,rrj.;Ltr 

w m b* ,t a, kirtoty of Attimomy. 

»0 long as sun, moon, and nlanote 
be eods or 1 ’ P f”®* wer® snpposotl to 

no toionoe of Astronomy. 


LlifiMii 
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in the names of the days of the week : but for aU that, 
the understanding was now at work on the thing;' 
&)ience had begun, and the first triumph of it was the 
power of foretelling the future. Eclipses were peroeiTed 
to recur in cycl^ of nineteen years, and philosophers 
were able to say when an eclipse was to be looked for. 
The periods of the planets were determined. Theories 
were inTented to account for their eccentricities ; and, 
false as those theories might be, the position of the 
planets could be calculated with moderate certaiuty by 
them. The Tory first result of the science, in its most 
imperfect stage, was a power of foresight ; and this was 
possible before any one true astronomical law had been 
di^overed. 

We should not therefore question the possibility of 
a science of history, because the explanations of its 
phenomena were rudimentary or imperfect : that they 
might be, and might long continue to be, and yet enough 
might be done to show that there was such a thing, 
and that it was not entirely without use. But how was 
It that in those rude days, with small knowledge of 
mathematics, and with no better instruments than flat 
walls and ^al plates, the first astronomers made pro- 
gress so considerable? Because, I suppose, the phe- 
nomena which they were observing recurred, for the 
most part, within moderate intervals; so that they 
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could collect large experience within the w mi «f 
their natural lives : because days and monflis and ywirs 
were measurable periods, and within them flu* iiunrB 
simple phenomena perpetually repeated ihwnsidvca. 

But how would it have boon if, instead of turning 
on its axis once in twenty-four hours, fins wjHh had 
taken a year about it; if the year had Iscn nearly 
four-hundred years ; if man’s life had boon no liiiigi«r * 
than it is, and for the initial steps of astronomy ibort) hail 
been nothing to depend upon except observations re- 
corded in history P How many ag^ would hiivo passisi, 
had this been our condition, before it would Imvi* mamr- 
red to any one, that, in what they saw night nfUT night, 
there was any kind of order at all P 

"We can see to some extent how it would have Imncii, 
by dxe present state of those parts of tho scienco whmli 
in fact depend on remote recorded obsorvatioiw. Tho 
movements of the comets are still extremely uncertain. 
The times of their return can be calculated only with 
the greatest vagueness. 

And yet such a hypothw as I have suggested would 
but inadeijuately express the petition in which w® ar« 
in feet placed towards history. There the phenomena 
never repeat themselves. There we arc dependant 
wholly on the record of things said to have hap^n«i 
once, hut which never happen or can hap^m a second 
experiment is po«ttble; we «n wateh 
feet to test the worth of our «»iyectur«ii. 

It auggested, fenciftiHy, that if wo ooMidor 

the udivw# to he infinite, tiuie is th® mam m eternity, 



iiiw yvm'H ugif ; iimi rouici iiifiHtiiiiiiiiH m w*!’ 

tlio oiirtli lit llii« tiiomcmt, tiny mn* iIh* IriinItMt 

urmy iii I lie InniclM^ii Iwforii ; I^1«irriif*i* 

wiit(»}iing lit Htjtifitri i>vt*r fJii! iniiiiiilf'fl iif 
4iiki^riitiiiiii ; iiiiil the |>ei*t»e of Kngliiii«I hy 

* laicl lloviows.^ 

Ah iliti niiiTH nmnli} i«t4> flinf'iiiioo, fltiio 
with f limit luifl there niiiy lie, itiifi {iruliiiiily iirt% «fitrn 
from wliic^lt Ntiuli loighi 1 h^ hooii Htojijiiiiij iiilu flio iirli* 
Kvti Iwfmiiig to file ti*tnptatioii of flii! or |}i?it. 

older ritm, tlio itiiil leiiviiig f lit* 

lieii|i» heliiiid Ihoiii, when tlio witu itti 

stm* 

CJoidct wo bill ooiii|>iiro iiolc*% mmiofliiiig tiiigfit Itii 
tioiio; but of Ihk thorn in no j>roi«oiii hmio, iiinl ivilfioiit 
it tliiiro will Im no m.^ioiioii of liintnry.. l*Irlijwi»*i| ro^ 
0 ordc:«l ill tirioioiil iMiokfi, oiiii ho vorilioci by oiiloitiiition, 
iiicl loit dfitiM mm lie riKjovoroil by llictiii litid wm imiii 
ftiroitii by tho lawii whioli they follow W’lioii flioro mdll 
b# iwlipoii iigiiiin Will u iiiiio over bo wlioti ifiu Imi 
'$mwt #f iho foiincliition of iComn oitn rooovrtri^i by 
btistor% kwiil^ If tioli whoro in our m^ioiioo F It tiiity 
b® sii-d that ihm in a |iartiouliir fkot-t lliiit wii t^aii cliiui 
»fciil1iotori.Iy witli gtiiicuid {ihiiiioiticuiii ttltb^tiiigaimiiiitid 
lyolts. Wiilli ilion, lot ti^ takn soiiit piiitml phmtmtm* 
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feAve* fordoM imr-nmnU m lh»m, P . Hw- 
#tate <ti mng$ out of whieli tlwy. nm holmtire ; hta 
oppose it not) obwnro, can yo»i eimmw tk»t, l» »uj 
Maonnt'ofliwtoriml iurnglitinio tht'oM Omiinii Mkf^, 
yott could liavc swn tliat, tltev wun* ulf*nt ’tMi-:lr.nn 
t^oinselYes into tlwKi puTiicntor forw**^ w»«l no oihorF 
It ir not CTiongli to «iy, that, after the fret, yen 
understand partially how Mahom^aniwit «o 

All historians worth the nitmo haw told ws 
about that. But when wo talk of w« 4« 

sometlting wWi more iiiiiIhIioiih |irefciiw. w# 
som^tWtig wMeK (m foiwnt sn- wtll -f* ^ 
thtis looked at, io iilidf* the \mMrm h tii Ifi 
surdity* As little ecuilci flic* wkmiumwh^n^ 
tkis luigkty rcmdutieii, im fliirfy ytiir^ i0t ;’iulift$|tiiig 
as Momonism could liavc* keen Itt Atii*»flrtt * 

as. littfe as it could Iwrekec^u timmnm tiud liili|f'>ln*‘Uiilg' 
' aod spirit-rapping would liiive keen nti imfronii* tif 
scientific culture of England in Ike tiiiiHr'enik reiitury* 
The greatest of Koinan fltiiikere gating iii^‘iti'-ilvi!iy 
at tke seotMug mans of juoral putr^n'oiiioii reiiiipl 
, detected and deigiiwl Io inUiee iimniig If- elonioiii.. n 
certain detestable superstlilicnn «o ha eidktl if, ii|i 
awddst the offkamring of Ike »feu% wliiek %v,i- iniimpt 
/ OJiriitiaiiitiy* Could Tacit tin kave !o«k**d lktni'i*rtl miiw 


' It is o'bjeoiBtl tliui Cj^oloi^y U n 
scif^ijoe: yot that (jl<‘oIf)try ouiiifd 
foretell tie future clmiigt'd of tUv. 
wth’^s surface. Ooolfj^^y id jrt>i v. 


eeutury oia* and its |Htri<HlK :tr«, 1 Au lrjuiuy 


lirt^iMifrtl |jy tilililelP' *4 v-nf-* 

if raiiiitil fiUtiie 

fiii'tif, it fiiiilitMl ^ir Uw* 

If* frtrfOll llir iWpti^ry ■tf 
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centimes to thf Ilonm? of Orogory VII., 1 h* |j«vo 

bohcM the rt'prow'ntaf ivo of iho jTuyost y of i tto ( » 
lioMing llio Hth-rijj) of Uio i'ontilV of tijtit vilo «ii<l 

oxecratol ntHl;, fins wjwj'finjli) wctiihl w,ori*r*lv Imvo /j|t. 
jx»ml to liim tho fullilmonf of o rational oxjM-cialton, 
or an intelligible; roNult of tJu' ciiiiNoa in ojiorafion runtiil 
bun. laoiiita, imloe^d, waa born before I bo w*i(*nc'«’ of 
.Jiistory ; but wotiici Al. Cointp hiivo ««a;n any iiioru 
olearly ? 

Nnr m fbo easo imieb better if wwiitt* bw biml ujwtn 
otir pliibwopby ; il wo eotihait onrhelves with fbe pawl, 
ami iwjuiro only u weie nfitie explanation of ilmf. 

I'irat, for tbe theta tlieiiinelvo«. They eonie to na 
tlirougb tbe niimla „f (b-we wbo reeoribii Un iu. n.-itln r 
uuuibineM mir iiiigeil i, but fallible iToalnre.**, with bninaii 
pii»Nioim and prejmlieea. 'J’aeiliw and 'rbn.ydide^ w. re 
perhajw llie ablest men wb,, ever gine ibeiimehe* to 
"writing biNlory; tbi>i(b)e;it and alNo (be ino!.! ineapable 
of eoiiKi'ioux liiIailiotHl. Yi'f evi'ii imw, after all llnw 
owitiirlea, (ho truth of what (hoy relato i^ ea}h«l 
qufwtitm. (iood reawnm «>iui la» given to *liow that 
ttoithor 4d them ean ho omdidontiy tingled, jj" 
doubt with (be»«*, whom are wi' to lielieve?' 

Or again, l<*t (ho ihotH bo granted. To revert to my 
tbe box of l..((era, yon bavo but to wbet amd, 
ftKda m m,it pm, yon have but to hmvo alor* fb.w< 
wliieb do not auit you, and lot yotir tbeory of history !«• 
irbal it will, you tan iiiid no .h|rie,iliy j,, providitig 
f«li tij it, 1 ^ ♦ 

Vou may have your UagvVit Jyioaophy t»f hialorj , 




you may prove from history tlmt the worhl i* 
ia dotafl by a 8|®cial Providoiic® ; you imiy pruvo that 
&er® is no sign of any moral ngiuit in ili« »»uivi*rw*, 
except man; you may believe, if yon like it, in lhi> «»M 
theory of the wisdom of antiquity ; ynii nmy sjH>ak, m 
was tile fashion in the fifteenth eentiir)', of * oiir fathers, 
who had more wit and wisdom than we;* or you may- 
talk of ‘our barbarian aiujeatow,’ and dewriluj their 
, wars as the scuffling of kitw and erowa. 

You way maintain that tlie ovolutioii of hiimunity 
has l»on an unbroken progress towards |s‘rfwtioH ; you 
way maintain that there has been no pr<igres« at uli, 
and that man rimmins the same |SK>r ereuSuru that ho 
evwwas; or, lastly, yon may say with lh« iiuthor of 
the ‘ Oontmt Social,’ that men were purest and kwt In 
primeval simplicity-- 

• Wfcea wtU ia w<K»ds m« aebie Hvsya mm. 



[, or any of the*® views, histoiy will sttind your 
History, in its ]^ive irony, will make no 
. Like darao, in Goetihe't novel, it will not 


wim cliiiiiintium^ ; f.lmt tln' wnriil w mmi Mfifrie- 
tirw c>ii. tiioral. fcitiricliitiVms; ihait iti iJip hmn nun it 
majll W'itli tlio gcMwl; in iha Inng riiii, ti in ill wiili flu’ 
wiiikcicL lint w no notfiieo; it m iio iti«*rn fliiiii tin* 
nilcl cloetririo fiiiight long iigo liy tho Holirom" 

The ttic!c)rie« of M. Ootnie «nil hi« iH«ei|ilr*w in# 

lifter fill, lint ti >ite|) beyoinl ilio froililort fitn! Iiiiiiiliiir 
groiiiicL If iiieii lire not entirely !li«*y iir»* iil 

kfiwt lifilf iitiiinnlf4, iinii lire mihjiHi. in of fhoin 

fcp tlio eoiiflitiom of ntiiiriiil^. Kii fur im llumt* }#iirN of 
cloiitgi^ iiri! eorireriii‘«l, whieli Iiiiie# lotr 

iienl hiive# iiiiylliiiig nioiml iilwntt flietii# «i# fiir flit* him'#i 
of him^ lire eiilatilttlilo. There nri! Inwn for !ii^ tlige^linii^ 
fiiiil liiwi of tini intoiiin hy wliieh hiii (ligotiilvo iirgnnii 
arci witli ttiiil tor. Btit |«i«» heyttinl tnnl 

whfiro lire woP lit ii mairlil whore it woiilil Ik* m wmy In 
cmlcniktcf merit tetioiii hy liiwi like tlioM* of inipitieir 
pliiloiio|>liy m to ineiiniiro the orhtt of wif!i t 

fookrtile# or tnlgli HirhtH in it groiK*rk mmUh 

Anti it in not iliflienlt to iteo why nhmthl tti% 
The fimt priiiei|ihi on whieh the llitairy of ii utoiiiei 
of hfitory eaii Im |ilitti^itlily itrgtnih in tlini nil iiefifiiin 
whiitioavor firiw front M»lf-mli»roMt, It tinty Im* otiliglil* 
oucmI iolf«{rifart»it ; it niny ho wnenliglilmiofl ; liiil it in 
twiim-od. an an aiioni# tliiit nvmj tiiiifi, iii^wlifiioriir hn 
■ioesi i* aiming itt aoitiefhtng w4ilalt lie eoiiiitil*.^r*i wilt 
promoln hia liiip|iiii0si». Hia eotniitel ia itoi tloforiiiiiiwl 


sMOnt snmms. 





witb which men pursue their own wlvnntagi’ ; bwt it k 
adf-lbrgetfttlniw — is solf^BaoriHco^it m th« ilkmgartt 
of j^arsonol pleasure, personal iiidnlgwitee, iwnwiital nd- 





exiiMiuot is more right. 

We are somefeimes tdW that this k but anther 
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te. Those whom we most love and admire are Aose ^ 
whom the thought of self seems never to oecur ; who 
dimply and with no ulterior aim — -with no though! 
whether it will be pleasant to themselves or unpleasant 
— that which is good; and right, and generous. 

Is this still selfishness, only more enlightened ? I 
do not think so. The essence of true nobility is neglect 
••of self. Let the thought of self pass in, and the beauty 
of a great action is gone — ^like Ae bloom from a soiled 
Sower, Surely it is a paradox to speak of the self- 
interest of a martyr who dies for a cause, the triumph 
of which he will never enjoy; and the greatest of that 
great company in all ages would have done what they 
did, had their personal prospects closed with the grave. 
JTay, there have been those so zealous for some glorious 
principle, as to wish themselves blotted out of the book 
of Heaven if the cause of Heaven could sucGeed. 

Aud out of this mysterious quality, whatever it be/ 
arise the higher relations of human. Kfe, the higher 
mod^ of human obligation. Kant, Ae philosopher, ' 
used to say Aat there Were two thing’s which over- 
whelmed him with awe as he thought of them. One 
was the star-sown deep of space, without limit and 
without end ; the other was, right and wrong. Right, 
the sacrifice of self to good; wrong, the sacrifice of 
good to self ;— not graduated objects, of desire^ to which 
we are deteimined by the degrees of our knowledge, 
but wide asunder as pole and pole, as light and dark- 
ness — one, Ae object of infinite love; the oAer, the 
abject of infinite detestation and scorn. It is in thif 
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TQarvsUous power in men to do wrong (if »* nn old 
storjr, but none the true for that)— it in in flup 
power to do wrong— wrong or right, an it lii* mmi'hnw 
with, ourselves to choose — that the im|)rj«j»il*i!ily afands 
of forming soientifio, calculations of what won will do 
before the foot, or scientific explanations of wba! (hev 
have done after the foot. If men were eimsiHieiitly 
selfish, you might analyse their motives ; if they were * 
consistently noble, they would exprws in rtieir conduct 
tke laws of the highest perfection. But no long m two 
natures are mixed together, and the straitgo cnttliiro 
which rmlte flrom the combination is mm tinder one 
influence and now under another, so long you will mnke 
nothing of him except firora the old-fashioned worul— 
or, if you please, imaginative — ^point of view. 

Even the laws of politioal economy itolf cmmmi to 
guide us whe® they toudi moral govemmont. Ho long 
as labour is a ohattdi to be bought and sold, so long, 
Ito other commodities, it follows the imiidition of 
supply and demand, But if. for his mlNfortune, an 
Mtt^oyer considers that he stands in human ivlatlotut 
towards Ms workmen ; if he heUevea, rightly or wrongly, 

^ that he » responsible for thm 5 that In return tor their 
kbetr he is bound to see that tteir ohMimi are decently 
Jfcsughf^ and they mid their familios decently tod, and 
mal lodged; that he ought to oar© tor th^ in 
ffiod in old age ; than politlcid ecmjomy will no 
imd the relations between hintsi'lf 
.l.-aad' ,Wa wdU have to arranged on other 



,AiMi It M prtMii«ei.y m wiiii grtiiiiiii inw 

rtK>iivi*« mid nohlii tin* utriiggl*** m-i^r fidl- 

<n*fr mnwiKl, f<i eirry triilli iiiiil iiifu 

tlicuidiiiiiiistriifioii of litimiin iookity; ill flio rMliiltlWi- 

litiil ill tho iivorilirciw of in 

llio riHO mid full of iit thii world of idriw; iii llio 

and cliwk of ilio groat iioforn iti I In* tlriiiiia of 
lifo; mdtoro good imd ovil liglit out Ihrir ovorlii^fitig 
battlii,. now riiiigiHl in o}»j>oMifo innl itii*ro 

often ill tJio lieart, liotli of of onidi living iiiiiii « 

tliidi ilio trim Itiiitiiiii iiitonmt of likfory llio 

jirogroMs of itidiinfrms, ilm growflt of iniifrriiil itiid 
iiitHdiioiioiil cdvili^atioiij iiro iiiforiwfing, litit lliny nro 
not the iricwt iiitoroMting. "flmy tiiivo flmir rinrnnt ill 
tlm of iiiatoriid ooriiforl^ ; l«il:-i wti iir«i 

iiiintekiiii aliciiit ciiir iittiiirti, limy do not liiflily 
m aflor lilL 

Oncm tnora ; not only m in iiiim tJii« l»il.inf 
iiisMty of pritmijdf\ Init tlmni in ^oiiioiliirig tdmi in ii« 
wliioii «tili itioro dofioH Hoioiilifie iimdyMiM. 

Mr liimkki woutd tiolivor liinimdf front fJm tmmm* 
tricdtipi of iirid ihiit iiidiviilintl liy ii t|i«dritio of 
avoimgcM. Ilioiigli ho oiiiiiiot toil wlmthor A* Ih or fJ 
will out Ijw tliroiti, Im timy inoinro liiitnwdf iliiil iiiio intiii 
ill #¥ciry llfly tlioumtiifl, or ilmrtii^lioitt (I fiirgiit flio 
mmi profioilioii), will out hm tlironi, niii? iidtli' In.! 
eoiM>I©» hiiOMolk Jio flotiht it m a ooitddrtiiig 
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Tie temper of each, new' generation is a coriiniial 
snrprise. Tie fates deligit to contradict otlt most 
confident expectations. Gribbon believed tiat tie era 
of conquerors was at an end. Had ie lived out tie 
fail fife of man, ie would iave seen Europe at tie feet 
of Napoleon. But a few years ago we believed the 
world had grown too civilized for war, and tie Crystal 
•*"Palace in Hyde Park was to be tie inauguration of a 
new era. Battles, bloody as Napoleon^ s, are now tie 
familiar tale of every daf; and tie arts wiici iave 
made greatest progress are tie arts of destruc- 
tion. Wiat next ? We may strain our eyes into the 
future which lies beyond this waning century ; but 
never was conjecture more at fault;. It is blank dark- 
ness, which even tie imagination fails to people. 

Wiat then is tie use of History ? and what are 
its les^ns.^ If it can tell us little of tie past, and 
nothing of the future, why waste our time over so 
barren a study ? 

First, it is a voice for ever sounding across tie 
centuries tie laws of right and wrong. Opinions alter, 
manners change. Greeds rise and fall, but tie moral law 
is written on tie tablets of eternity. For every false 
word or unrighteous deed, for cruelty and dppression, 
for luat or vanity, tie price has to be paid at last : not 
always by tie chief ofienders, but paid by some one. 
Justice and truth alone endure and live. Injustice and 
falsehood may be long-lived, but doomsday comes at 
last to them, in French revolutions and other terrible 
ways. 




should draw no horoHCopei) ; that wo nhr 
little, for what we expect will not oonio fn 


Wief that tloy wore the dawn of tho nMlIcniiium 
faaTO not borao the fruit which they hH.ki-«l for, M 
iBoniuias are still far away. Thtao gr,flj oonviiiMiu; 
leave the world chaiig^— pewhajw improvi^l, -hiit « 


diatooe the theology of Tubing) 


oonld he have seen the country 
see il now.’‘ 


ditic®8 of human problems never repeat the 
SwoM new feature alters everything— iwme 
we detect only in its aiter«opemtion> 







rim scmmm of imimr, m 

excelkiitj you wotikl iriimtiori, imimpn^ iiiiiiiiig 
tlii% that hi8 lira iiiii put li'igntliar, iiti4 liw 

olmriiuterii ara iiiii aoiiaaiviHh t«» miy pfirfitiiliit' 

law or |iri!ita|ili3, t-oiioh rriiiiiy l«il uni 

iitiy olio proniitioiii iiIhivu iiiiolli«*r; iiial liiw* 

clrawu Iroiti tJiom all tlio ilirooi Imimetmn wliifli llioy 
ooiilaiiij thi!ro roiiiiiiiiii wtill wiiiiotJiiiig 
I ioiiii3t-liitig wliioli iho iirliHt givmf iiJiil wiiioli llii> jitii-ki* 
fiopliiir (‘iiriiiot givo. 

It in ill tills oliaraotiirisiio fitai wo iirit 
tomiy Hliiiki>«jKairo*s siiproiin* fmih llo 

roiil life. IHh ilrmoiiH Ioin’Ii lifo iriir*}ioM 
lost nor iiioro, ll«3 huihlH hin fiihrtoH iiiiliiri* 
riglit fiiicl wrong ; but bo tloo?i %iui ntj 'iggio lii 
iMitiirci iiioro syskaiiiilio lliiin slio i«* In flin* .wiilillti 
iitiorftow of gooil nral ovil-— in lln* niilforiiigs 

of iiincHanio«i~iii tlio fli^propoiiion of pointliii^sfoi'lo^orl 
~jii tlio stfCiliiilig bliinitioss with w!iir}i ill 

ttfctoii'i|>fitig ill assort ilsolf, ovorwlioliini iiiiioooiit iiinl 
guilty ill ti eiiiiitiioii is Irtio to w-^ai 

txiMirioiico. Thii iiiysfi.ir| of lifti liii l«.tfos as lio fiiiili 
it; itiiili in liis iiiiwt I rinnornloiis jiOHiliotis, In* is inkliws* 
iiig rat!i**r iniolloiO-mil oniofioiis ilitiit llm iiii«lor* 
itiiiiiliiig»-->kiifiwi«g wall lliiit lliw tiiiilorsliiinliiig iii 
»iioli Jliiiigs is lit fiinll, tttiil t-liif align m igiioriitit f« tJiti 
oliiltl.. 

Only tltii liiglnmt onlor of gmitiis ntii ropiwmi 
iiatiiiti lliiii. All infiirior artist {irtaliirim ottlipr anim*. 
tiling oiiliroly litiiiiorni, wlioro gwal ittnl iMl nro 
ind iiobiltiy of ilispoaitiou k «ii|ipo»il to show ils«df in 
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But Stakesp^re would not kave it so. Shake- 
speare knew that crime was not so simple in its oonse^ 
(juenoes, or Providence so paternal. He was contented 
to take the truth from life ; and the effect upon the 
mind of the most correct theory of what life ought to 
be, compared to the effect of the life itself, is infini- 
tesimal in comparison. 

Again, let us compare the popular historical treat- 
ment of remarkable incidents with Shakespeare’s treat- 
ment of them. Look at ^Macbeth/ You may derive 
abundant instruction from it — instruction of many 
kinds. There is a moral lesson of profound interest in 
the steps by wbicb a noble nature glides to perdition. 
In more modern fashion you may speculate, if you like, 
on the political conditions represented there, and the 
temptation pre^nted in absolute monarchic to un- 
scrupulous ambition ; you may say, like Dr Slop, these 
things could not have happened under a constitutional 
government; or, again, you may take up your parable 
against superstition — you may dilate on the frightful 
consequences of a belief in witches, and reMmt on the 
superior advantages of an age of schools and news- 
papers. If the hare facts of the §tory had come down 
^ us from a chronicler, and ah ordinary writer of the 
nine|eenth century had undertaken to relate them, his 
account, we may depend upon it, would have been put 
together upon one or other of these principles. Yet, 
by the side of that unfolding of the ^rets of the 
prison-house of the soul, what lean tnd shrivelled 
anatomies the imt of such clesmfiptions would seem ! 
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Shakespoaro himself, I aiippoM*, cimlji tud fmve 
givea us a theory of what ho inmiit— ho g?ivo im fli,,. 
thing itself, on which wo might mako whnfcvor ihwwios 
we pleased. 

Or again, look at Homer. 

I^e ‘Hiad' is from two fo fhroo thoiiNunl ymm 
older than ‘ Macbeth,’ and yot it is os frosh as if it li«4 
been written ycstoiday. Wo havo thon* iiw Iosmhh • 
mm in the emotions which riso in ns ns wo r««l. 
Homer had no philosophy; h« novcr struggles to 



or Irojan ; but be ropnssruts to us liuih fully tin- 
and women among whom h« lived, lie mug the 
of Troy, ho touched his lyro, ho dwinwl the g 
Iwaker in the halls of men like those on whom In 
conferring immortality. And thus, nithougl 
dgamemnon, king of men, ever led a yrocuiin fle 
Ditim; A.ough no I'riam sought tho mitinighi te 


iiiro 
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ivoiy «c0ptra in. fclio Miirknt-pliiw.* diiiljtig oiii 
justice. Or iigitln, whnn tin? wild in *»ii, wr run 

hear the cim«h. of tlie npimm, tJie riitfie tif I fie **irtii*iiir m 
the heroes fiillj itiid the |il»ii,gitig of ilni lioi>rn iiiiifiiig 
the iliiiiL Ooiiicl we enter the |wiliieii of iiii rijil Iiinifiii 
lord, we know what we slnn.-dd. sm! iherii ; ive liiinw iJie 
words in which, he wamld liildress m* We ctnilii inin“*l 
•Hector m a MoiifL If we elimimi ii mmiimimm 
to spend an OTOfiiiig with over a tirffiifte^ it wonhl Im 
the man of many cmins*d«, the of i..hntri«HMi* 

I iitn not going into the vi*.%e«i qiir.Mttuii m-liifiiier 
History or Pi.K‘try m thr more fru«\ .It him 
times sa.id. that l,*ocf4y tin* more f.-rin% it rjilt 

make tliiiigs more like what our iiioriil mmwp wiiiilit 
prefer tlmy shonld lie. We hear t*f |iii4..?fie jtmlic#* iititl 
the like, ns if iiiiiiire nnd fruit were tint JtiMl eiiiiiigli» 

I entirely dissent from that view, liir iis fiiiiitry 
attempts to.iniprovo on irntli in thiil w.iiy, mi fur il 
abandons trntli, iiini is fiilso to ilaidf, Kvoii I.iloriil fimta, 
exactly as they were, a great paii will |iriiitr wlmiioffir 
he mn get them. Blni.k 0 sjit,*ai‘e in ilm lii.it.tifit?al plnys m 
studioiw, wherever piwf^ibh% l<i give the very words 
which lie finds to have, been mnl ; uml if tmw 

wisely ho wiii guided in fhii^, ihat tlio?.e iiiKgnilireiit 
spixmlm of Woisey are fiikeii exiielly, milli iin ittnre 
idiaiigo fJiiiti the iitefre iimkes iiecemiry, from t*avtni» 
dislds I#ife. Mitrllioroiigh reiidBliiikes|a?iire f«>r iviigfisfi 
history, iind rend iioiliiiig el«o. fliii pmt mily iiwl 
hmmlf whmi it m mmjmmmmt, to wliiil Imy be r#ill«*4 
the iic<*icIoiik of facta. It wc^ tmotigli for 
wm, I. " » 



Iwm wn»f»aiooit, and tho tavern in 


It S3»y taka litiartiw* with titm. »»4 ^jww, 
(»4 gird th# aekbn di«tlnet*w»» l>y ihniwing it Into 
TO*re iaanagi^y« eompasn. 

But it lauy not alter the r««t eonilitiiiti* nf a hiuKi, 
tw F0p*osmt Itto 88 other than it is. The irroetiieiM of 
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grandest also under the same conditions. ‘ Maoheth/ 
were it Bterally true, would be perfect history; and so 
fer as the historian can approach to that kind of model, 
so fer as he can let his story tell itself in the deeds and 
words of those who act it out, so far is he most success- 
fttl. His work is no longer the vapour of his own brain, 
which a breath will scatter ; it is the thing itself, which 
-will have interest for all time. A thousand theori^ 
may he formed about it — spiritual theories. Pantheistic 
theories, cause and effect theories; but each age will 
have its own philosophy of history, and all these in turn 
win fail and die. Hegel falls out of date, Schlegel falls 
out of date, and Comte in good time will fall out of 
date ; the thought about the thing must change as we 
change ; but the thing itself can never change ; and a 
history is durable or perishable as it contains more or 
Imst of the writer's own speculations. The splendid 
intelleot of Q-ibbon for the most part kept him true to 
the right comfse in this ; yet the philosophical chapters 
for which he has been most admired or censured may 
hereafter be thought the least interesting in his work. 
The time has been when they would not have been com- 
prehended : the time may come when they will seem 
commonplace. 

It .may be said, that in requiring history to be 
written like a drama, we require an impossibility. 

For history to be written with the complete form of a 
drama, doubtless is impossible ; but there are periods, and 
these the periods, for the liiost part, of gr^test interest 
to mmikind, the history of which may be so written that 



^ SHOKT SfVDlKS. 

tlx« actors shaE meal their chamctara ii. ihrir «wn 
roras; wEere mind can be »eeu imidmA agaiti^l »«ind, 
and Ae great pasaione of the nmAi mi myly l«‘ 
deseribed as existing, but be exliibi<««l at Jh.^ir while 
heat in the souls and hearts possesawi by them. 1 h«r« • 
aie all the elements of dmma-<lraw.i i.f ihe higlust 
order— where the huge forces of the Umm arc «s the 
Grecian destiny, and the iKiwer of the man is ««•«» 
either stemming the stream till it ovcrwhclin* him, or 
ruling while he seems to yield to it. 

It is Nature’s dmma— not Sbiik«|K>iire’s— but a 


dram* none the less. i i 

So at least it seems to me. Wherover jsissiblc. let 

us not be told abmt Elis man or that. Let m bcai’ the 
man himself speak, let as seo him wt, and h»t bo 
left to form our own opiaious ftlwuthim. Tin* bisforion, 
wears told, must not, leave bis renders to thetmodvos. 
He must not only ky tbe facto before thorn— h« must 
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of thoiiglit will oliange ; and eacli new pMosopher will 
find his chief emp'loyment in showing that before him 
no one imderstood anything. But the drama of history 
is imperishable, and the lessons of it will he like what 
we learn from HiQmer or Shakespeare — ^lessons for which 
we have no words. 

The address of history is less to the understanding 
» than to the higher emotions. We learn in it to, 
sympathize with what is great and good ; we learn to 
hate what is base. In the anomalies of fortune we feel 
flie mystery of our mortal existence, and in the com- 
panionship of the illustrious natures who have shaped 
the fortunes of the world, we escape from the little- 
nesses which cling to the round of common life, and 
our minds are tuned in a higher and nobler key. 

For the rest, and for those large questions which I 
touched in connection with Mr Buckle, we live in times 
of disintegration, and none can tell what will be after 
us. What opinions — what convictions — the infant of 
to-day will find prevailing on the earth, if he and it 
live out together to the middle of another century, only 
a very bold Tna.u would undertake to conjecture ! The 
time wiU come,’ said Lichtenberg, in scorn at the 
materializing tendencies of modern thought ; ^ the time 
will #ome when tke belief in Grod wiU be as the tales 
with which old women frighten children ] when the 
world will be a machine, the ether a gas, and God will 
be a force.’ Mankind, if they last long enough on the 
earth, may develope strange things out 8f themselves ; 
and the growth of what is called the Positive Philosophy 




ItiTi will Ml to lliiil iKiinrfliitig, 

il to Mmml% «ti<i iii ilia wiirW, wliirfe 
wa4 wlikli mignwin fli«iiiiliiiiiwii 


to irlMi ^ 







TIMES OF EBASMFS AOT) LUTHER: 

THfiEE LEOTERES 
DETjITERED at NEWCASTLE, 1867. 


I. 

L adies ai^d gentlemen, _ i do not know 

wEether I Eaye made a very wise selection in the 
subject whiob I have obosen for these Lectures. There 
was a time — a time which, measured by the years ot 
our national life, was imt so very long- ago-^^when the 
senous thoughts of mankind were occupied exclusively 
by religion and poUtics. The small knowledge which 
they possessed of other things was tinctured by their 
^)«ulative opinions on the relations of heaven and 
«arth 5.aad, down to the sixteenth century, art, science, 
sca^y even Hterature, existed in this country, except 
as, in some way or other, subordinate to theology. 
PMosophers — such philosophers as there were— ob- 
tained and half deserved the reputation of quacks and 
conjum’s. Afitj?onomy was confiised with astrologv, 





^ES 


wfHi ilmrii ih«i winifi fmmnU are atmwii in 
spite of tlioiiiiiiil-fim itite piym|mlliy itiii 
When flity aro in hariaoity in m largo it \%m% of tlioir 
oeoiipitfioris, tlto |ioiniii of lono tlioii 

mmm» Thom* who fhotighi flioy «*ai*}t tiftiofi 

fiiKMirwKMoiislv fiial t]iOfri*ioIvf*ii frioials: liiiii m fur its it 


has alittosf 4isi.i|ij'Miaiwi 

IiniigliMi, if yoit oait, ft |a*r«oti lanttg iinw jiiii In 
cil»th for a spatniIatt¥o tJic^iIogirat oiiiiiitiiL yiiii f«<t4 


i'«ah a thing has teoin# mipo^iihhi | aiiil lliii iiii|M:wpi 














ilint 1 givii yiiii riitli«3r ii liittm itiiwc^r. I iiiigiil 
liiiy iliiit I ktifiw iitorcMibwti iliff lii»i«ry nf llir 

tliiiii I liiiow iiImhiI fttiyiliiiig I Ititrp 

fill* hmt yimrsi of my Iifii in nmAm^ iiiitl wrifiiig 
iikiiiit if ; litifl if I Iitivii ftiiyiliiiig ti;i tell yiiii worifi ymir 
iMiirtiig, if^ in proWiIy on ilml pnbjoct* 

(h\ iigiiiiit I itiiglifc my— wliiolt m Iwhn^ mtmi trm* 
— titiii to tfio llororiiiiif.ioii w«' rail triiri% iiiilirirfly* fl$i* 
brat of iJirw® ?rry itiHiirfiefw irlikilt I la*r-it i!r* 

Tfiti H,-offiriiifiiioti liroko flir Ifet^iloginil 
uliarlclra iit irliirli itiiiitl#i wt*m tetfrri^L It m4 

iliriii iJiilikillgi liiifl gave* bitib In mneairr llir 
fonitrri iiImo* witlimit knowing wltnt Itiry m-oro iiliintf, 
teiiglit fins ItiMMOi of rrltgioiw lokfriif ioio 11iry fit lotii|it«l 
to aii|Mw^lp oiiif «i4 of flfigiiii'iii by iitiiiilior, 'rfioy mitt* 

st. M ?i .« . *-t .'t « 



„ s/mKT ""M 

'I tof 01# sliiiiiM ii«tf liiivii ttif^^flirf, wllti it| '^,;p 

' wywlm I IwiW f liat » 0i tim myrnmm irf ; 

, mh metf mm rfiiwilfl to Ml^ ^ | 

to hk 00iiW0»cti\ »i«l 4rgiiiiitiito ^ tutlto^ , ':| 
ito ^tfeer iiii|if.?rtlti«it nr 

But til® IfiriirifuitMitu $mtlmmt0 ^#i4 Ifc# wtti : 
of will* u ItbUirfril f*#— #it ,'{ 

'tWiif wltbli nmy \m niuMrd eft , ^ 

tmtar©. Tlio Jicfninirrif wm^ tmm #f Utift' »iil diitiu#- 
tioii^ will! |iliiy«*»l u gmit i«trt i»r w ttil m llt^ /, 
Stogi of ill® wnrki I f wtt 

of humwi Iwingi vmw griiifi^ ^ 4mfp 11 Mifk into lim > 

orgaiiimtioii of i itti«l If lti**r#^ 'fUll# , 

iiMmuiiig ill hiitory tit nil* ilir II ti '% 
ohaimtem of micli moii itii mm |io liliif* 

foreiice to mnm nf 

Wo liavo not to do wiili 11 ut4irf wliluli 'tittil^l 111 , 

, ' obiewe antiquity. Ilir ml oil t of toiiig iimriil# 

; Tlie trutli, wlittefer it ww* roiirerui* ii» nli tniwllf * ' If , 
the diTiiioM oroiitod liy limit, grmi i%iitiil«oil iirw rttf 
‘ ' to be oblitomtel, it will In* wlmoi wi? fmif o li4irtil, furl 
^ of uiy to um the ilimg ii« it miilly uml imi rmtbrf 
' -wime mylMoal or iwiigituttivo vm^ltni of llm iliiiiif- 
, ... 'sueb m from our own |Hiiiti tif vu-w mm lil%^ l«> lllliil it 
.'.wife, Fieiioii in sueli iitny lio litf 

; our immedmte theories but it k onrtiitii to ttf ittigm itoitlf 
the md. Wo may mako f»«r own o|ittii<*iii| bill iioto 
'iwri ptde for ns ; and if wo mmh ur iloiif IliiUiit il 
will be tbe ^orso for u.s, 

^ Bnfortnnately, tbo mythim! vornitni ai |irif»itil f«fy 



poptiliitioii cif Etiropci hy m tiiirriijil tlr- 

gradtMl priiMilifioiI, mid tJitj IMimtmvn, wifli flu* 

ill tlieirlimrifK thti ii||}ii. 

All w lilaek on. <.mf‘ «irlc>— all t« fklr itiicl Itf-ftislilifi on flio 
^otliir, 

Tiini to ft (Jiitltolii? hwtoi'y «f tliti m%mm ari*l 

tlif^ Hiiiito tiioii, him! wo liavo Imtam m tlin I it «if lU* 
rttlfillingqiiiotly IIm tiiinHioit sit I Ito 'Hiving 

of lititiiiiii HtmU, iSiiiiiii ii'NOfaMiiI fittio oisit*r« iiilo l*ftrii- 
diif^, i.iiiii tifiio with fitliil litiocrwa 

nlilii timii to liiH rtiiiM Ho liin iijnii.,tiiiii*4 

teiioliorii Ito io^|iiroi« thrlnihhMi ktinwlwigoi iiti«l ni 

oaoti aiiiirrliy lironk^ Inimo. TIio rnho of tii*- 

Btivioiir in rout in }tt 04 *o«, iiimI Iho tliit 

habitiilkiii of fio}i<l«. 

■fcieli »iciii tellw iho Mtory m it profow to liiitii il | 
faot«, oliiirael«ri#i oirmiiiwtiiiMW, fmt in ihi* 

tlM?«logioal o.ritcnlilogiiiirl emt* in iiwtiiilti liffiiiiolririilly 
opprmito. .Moiliiitg roiriMiiiH tlm mmm oxrr|it llio 
and dalOH. Jiiiolt aidi^ tin own 

lfe.ryt!iiiif m ewlihlo wltirli iimiIcim for wtiiil il mMm 
th® tiiatio Evorytliiiig m itiiiflo itdm% wrliirti will fit 




autism as a kind of infidelity, who desire simply to re- 
verse everything wkich the Reformers did. 

One of these gentlemen, a clergyman -writing lately 
.of Luther, called him a heretic, a heretic fit only to be 
ranked with— whom, do you think ?— Joe Smith, the 
Mormon Prophet. Joe Smith and Luther— that is the 
combination -with which we are nbw presented. 

The book in which this remarkable statement ap- 
peared was presented by two bishops to the Upper 
House of Convocation. It was received with gracious 
acknowledgments by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and was placed solemnly in the library of reference' 
for that learned body to consult. 

So, too, a professor at Oxford, the other day, spoke 
of Luther as a Philistine-a Philistine meaning an 
oppressor of tire chosen pdoplej the enemy ef men of 
cul^, and inteOigmice, such as the prtrfessor himself. 

_ One notices these things, not as of much importance 
in themselves, but as showing which way the stream is 
graining; and, curiously enough, in quite another 
^rectipn we may see the same phenomenon. Our 
liberal philosophers, men of high literary power and 
^^utetion, looking into the history of Luther, and 
Oalvm, and John Enox, and the rest, find them falling 
ar dmrt of the philosophic ideal— wanting sadly in 

qmlities which the liberal mind cannot dispense 
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to show you what kind of inuii Era»ttitifi wiis, lit* 
was aiming at, what ho was cl.<aiig, iitirl how Liitlii^r’ 
spoilt his work— if sjKJiHiig is the word irliiidi wti itrti 
to use for it. 

One caution, however, I must in fairtuMs give you 
before wo pro(s«aKl turthor. It lies upon the liu’o of thn 
story, that tlie Ileformers imperftH*!ly uiiili*rsf«iotl loler* 
Ation; but you must keep before you the spiril iiiifl 
tem|)er of the incin with whom they hinl tu tleiiL h'ltr 
themselves, when the moveimuit began, they itiineil iil 
nothing but liberty to think and speuk their nwii way* 
They never diomnt. cd’ interfering with *dlier?4, nlfhoiigh 
they weni quite aware that others, when lliey 
were likely to interfere witli theno Lor*! J^iiieitiiiiiy 
might have nanetuberi^d. iliiit C.’ranmm* was working all 
his life with tlie prospered, of being burnt idive iw hii 
rcnvanl— aiul, as w<? all know, hr* iiefiiiilly was liiiriil 
alive. # 

When the Frotestiini teaching la^giiii lirMt fit ^jirtfiiii 
in the IfetJierknda—lKifore one iiiiglo Oalholic Iwl 
bc«n ilI-treatiMl there, belbre a syniptoni of a itinflrifitiii 
disposition had shown itself among the jusiple, tin eilici 
was issuiMi by iiie authorith-s for the suppres-^ititt iif tiio 
now opiiiioiii. 

Th^ terms of this tsliet I will brtidly tJim*rilii:i to yciii. 

The iiihiibitiiiits of the Ibiited l*roviitees w*erii in*' 
formed that they were to hold iimf laditwat the dtairiiieii 
of the Ifoly Eotiiiin Cutholie <,*tnirelo * Urn iiiid 
women/ says tliii edict, •'who dwobc^y lifts cniiiiiiwiifi 
shall be piiiiishisi iia disittrbors of jiiihlie order* Wmiieii 

for. I. 4 




OtmtanAt^, they ahall b« burnt nt tho Mtoko. 


‘ If man or wonjan b*; auttjXH’UvI «»f liorTwy, no m» 
tW! ahelter or protoot him or her ; i«wl no ulmnii^r 
shijl be admitted to lodge in any inn nr dwoUing-houiie 




Uader this edict, ia tha Nothorlamk alone 
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Dismissing ti 

with iny snbjaet* 

' Never in all their history, in iiiioieiif. tiiiiw nr 
modern, never that we know of, hiivoiimiikiwl llnft.imni t iiil 
of themselves anything so griint1,so m liettnlifiil, 

as the Catholia Clmrtdi once wiis. In f.iiries of 

ours, well-regulated mdfishness in th# reeognii^isl riiln of 
•aotion— every one of us is oKpeetol to Itmk out tirst tor 
himself, and take care of his own iritonmts* At tlie 
time I s|)eak of, the Oluirch ruled ilio Hi ale witli tho 
authority of a eoiiMcieiiee; and sidf-iiil.ereHf, as ii iiiolive 
of acdkm, was only named tc» be abhorrefi. Tlio liis}tfi{is 
and clergy vv'«‘rf^ regarded fri*ely and i^iiii|dy us fhii iiii* 
mediate ministc*rs of fhe Almighty; iiini itiey siteiii to 
me to have really deserved that high esfimitto of flieir 
chamcter. It was not for the doctririf’S ■wiiif*}i lliiiy 
taught only, or chiidly* that they were lield in iiiiiifiiir. 
Brave tmui do not fall down ladorr! their felIo'W**iiiiiftiik 
for the woi'ds which they s|M*ak, or for llio riles mdiirh 
they perform. Wimlom, Justice, seltotktiiiil, niililifiii^, 
purity, highminrledness,-*-fhf*ie are thi! fpnililies Isdore 
which the freediorii iwa*s of 1hiro{-ie have heeii 
teiitod to how; and in no ordf*r id’ iinm were siodt «|niilt*- 
ties to !>e found ns th<»y wta*e femid him htiritlrisl yeiir^ 
ago in the clergy of the C’lif.hoHc (Jhiirdo Tlo^y ealltsl 
thfimselvoi the siicct^ssor^i of the Apo?«th*s,, 1’1itw 
elalmed in their Miisfer*,^ mimti iinivcrsiil s|iirifiiii! 
sithorify, hut they made giaitl. their prtdeiwioiis by the 
liolfiiasi of their own lives. They wer«:i iifloivi^d to rule 
hoeiius© flicf cleiervwl to rule, and in thii u( re- 





there. With the hreve, the h«.»n f.t, iiii.| ihe 
8®0d'*“'with tboeo who hed not ih«* jimir tior 

wnaoved their neifhbour'i kiidiiwnk-' widi flow** who 
h^ been in nil their d«#Iiiifj«i™“wi(li ihiwo w!in had 





^ ^hfi0 wBm prfpii 

&r fetaa At tho htwl of lillll»t 

aeirer eomjiktwly «uh. 
been wuU if they 



fcmucMl to inforest tiion^ though prio>if« tm fluir 

notliiogne«s. Tlioy could not |irovciit Iciiign froiii 
qiiuiTelling with each other. They mmU tmi Umlrr 
disputed sucjcessions, and civil louds, iiiiil %Vfirs, inifi 
Apolitical eoiispiracicM. Whiit tlioy did do mm Im 
shelter tli© woiik from th| utroiig. 

In the eyes of the elm-gy, the sc'-rf fitiil, liis Ion! 
stood on the common lcn’«4 td’ sinful liiiiiiiinif.y* Into 
their riink.s high hirfh was m» passport. I'lii^y 
theinsolvcH for the most part eliildreii of flic jicfijilt* ; 
and tlio son of tho artiHiiii or praimuit mmt to f liti 
and the triple crowm, just iw now»indiiyi the riiii*»jililli*r 
and the tailor iMtcotno Prtwitkmto <if ilw Jicjiulilic of flic 
West 

Tho Ohurcdi was osraittidly doitiottimtlo^ wltilo iii lliii 
samo time it had tlio iminopoly of lonrtiiiig ; iiriil itll iltti 
icHmliir i>ower fell to it wliioli loimiiiig, otitiiliiitotl willi 
sanctity and nssistod by superstition, citii hest.iiw» 

^Fhci privilogfH fd‘ the clergy were exirmmlhmfy* 
llioy wore not iiiiteiml>le to f!n^ vmmmm. laws of iliu 
land. While tin-y governisl t!ie Inity, itie Inily Imd in* 
power over them, h'roin the ilirom* doiririvitrtli, iivery 
itcular office was depeialent mi the Cffmrcli. Mti king 
mm a lawful mmmngn till flu* Cffiiireli |diii,;i:sl lint 
crown inK>n his lioad ; ami what tliii f)liiire|i lieistiiw^eil, 
the Cffiiirch claimed the right to toko iiivny, Tim 
♦dispoiition of pnqatrty wm in iimir liaiids. Mo will 





Commonii iiiicl, were often at vmiimm %viili tln^ Imv^ of 
tlto realm. 

What did Warham ro|>lyF lie paitl lif^ %%'m ^nrry 
for the iiJk^gwl cliwerepnney ; biil^ iiifiwtiiit*}i m llir* liiir# 
•made by tho elergy ware always in, eonffirtnily mil’ll fim 
mill of (iocl, the kwi of the realtti Iittrl oiily to he 
altered and then the difflenity wimld 

What iiniHt liavo bc*en the lio^ithni of f!ie elrf^^y if* 
the fidnoHg of llieir }>owt*r, when fhoy eotild »»|ii‘ali ifiiin 
mi the evc' (»r tlieii* prontnifion F Yon lirtve only fti 
look from a diHlam^e iitaity ohblhMliioned efifli«lriil rilVi 
and you. will Hoe in a moment the mmVm.mil reklioiw 
between CHniiidi and Hiaie. Tim eiitheflrul h the t*iiy. 
The firHt; olijoid ytui (mteh ^ight of m you fipproiirli m 
the Hpire tii|it.!iing into the aky, or htige t«wiiir» 
holding iKwmmiori of iliii ciiiiro of I lie 
raajefttiaiilly iMmiitifttl—tiiifKwiiig liy ttiero mm iiiiiiilni 
the liirge foriiw of liermilf. Am ynti go iniirer^ 

the viwtncai4 of the biiildlng iinpreii?ie« yoit iiinrti inii 
more. The puny dwelling-phu’i^N ti( the eri»e|i 

at ,itfi fod, the pinniieh‘ii are glittering in iinii of 
the aiiiiMet, mdicin ilowii lah»w iirmirig iliii ninmim iiiiii 
lan« the tmiliglifc m dii.rkt»niitg. And now, wli#ti 
th© towtii are iliriee their iiiieient mm^ llio 
hair# itrcitehal npm^nk from two iforl^ hi i%ii; when 
Iht gr«t oliimnoya am foinitirig litoir Unolie. iiiiirittg 

olondi, and tho teitiple*i of irnalftrit 




imagination and refuiws to Ijo wjHpwiri. 

As that cathedral was to the old tfovii, w> wii* tint 
Ohtcpoh of the middle agw to the sncular itisfiftitionw of 
the world. Its very nmghboitrhwKi was sm-ral ; and 
i1® diadow, like the shadow of (he A|s>«t!o», was «■ 
sanctuary. When I look at the new llimxiw of I'arlia- 
menfr in Ijondon, f im in them a tyjai of (ho elotngtf 
which has passed over m. The Houso of ('oiiiinonM »f 
(he Plantagenets mt in the Cbaptcr lioHWiof 
minster Abbey. The Pariinmont of (ho lUdonn Bill, 
five-tod-thirty years ago, debatetl in Hf Kiojdion’s 
Ohapel, the Abbey’s small doptmdoncy. Now, hy tho 
side of the enormous pile wdiieh has ri«nj out of that 


Ii®t us turn to another vast featuro of the middle 
ages— I mean, the monasteries. 

. Brno .person of ej^mial and oxw^paotml holiiuw# 
^ Kvad or died at a partioalar spot, il© ha* Iwn 
by hm wisdom, by his piety, by bis aetivo 
; and in an age when oonjurara and wltobes 
bngpwed to be hdped by the devil to do evil, ho, 
pa^ has l^en thought to have poseeMod in 
bwasttre toan oomnmn laen the favour and the 
B^eed-Mutocai hang about the 
hallowed by hk prwonoe. Ilk 
hk Wd£% hk oiotbe% 
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hi& homn^ mimi flic^ ^ilmclmvy pi4ii«*fiiy irliirli tliry 
■r©C5©iv«i ill liiiviiig otice i« liitfi. Wi* nil «*l 

a TttluB, not wilfully on iiriyl.liiiig wliirti iifw 

been til© |ir*>porf-y of it roniiirkiiblt! tinni. Ai wor«|, it, 
is but nil ©xaggoriitioii of fiiiltini! 

Wollj iw iiiw-ij-tlnys wo bitibl nmtmmml*^ griiit 
mill, so ill tlio riilcblto itgi^s tboy Iniilf. nhrhmn nr 
•oil thci %vliti*li iiiul iiiiiilo liril|% litpl 

luiinitios of {iioiw jMniplo giiflioro4 fog-oflior flirn* 
giitiiiiig with tho jiorsotinl frioiu!?^ ftio liinl lr4l 

bobiiid ’hili'i'-'lo try lo livo tm lio biol livorl, fo do g'«t4 
» Im biicl doll© gooft, and to dit« m bo bml flir-il. 
aroii? roligioiw friitoriiit-io-^ ■-■■■ vmn\mttu*n nf mdi« 

fl^iiwl to d<W’oto fo ■■ -■fn gjfo ii|i 

pl 0 iiil.ro, lititl iiiiiiimiiiiuit, iiiifl iiliit iu 

i|)0nd tlioir in jiruyor iiiid Wf-irlcM of rbiirify* 

Thorns Iioiwoi bi.»ooiti0 ooiif.roi of pttiUi. Iit^iodiooiioti 
Tht iiiotiki, m tltt:» brofluudoiiMli worn oniloii, iforii 
©rpitkcHl ill diir0ri*iil onlorM^ mdlfi nimm fitritdy iif ritloi 
but ilie broitd priii 0 i}i!f'» wiii tlin mmm lit iili 
'w§w to livo Ibr otbori, iint for tbotiiMidfim* Tliey lowk 
fowiof jioforty, lliiit I boy tiitglit imt titt otiliiugli^l Iri 
ft© pursuit of iiiiitioy* Tbry Umk rnwii of olifintity, lliiil 
ft© mw uf II fiimily iirigbi iioi tii^lnioi llioiu irniii flio 
work wliirii f lii*y liitd iiiiclortiilcoii* Tli*dr ©lliirfi* of rluirity 
wor# not to tbii worbi, Tludr tli*y« m*m 

iu Isitl liciflily bibiiir, iti ^nidy, or iit tititifig Ib*^ 

It night fiioy worn on th«? of tftidr rliiijM-t#, 

toMiiif up ibtdr wifb^ml limi*b fo briivoiit iiiltu-f tailing 
Im ft© por wuk wbo wor# iuibriiig in luirgiiiitry;. 




«! H rwaaln* «f it*li|fiB<W 

fKWtt np wnwijf » in^.pk who 
tvia offi^ng th^iMwlow* I'SMtiit tlw 
tAkf »*d0 war Mjaii» h» 
odifdi him. Thw monk# 
Hi «dl tho Mao’f mm m ilpfMnfflowi m 
tet rti« wolw rpawl thorn 
la iftteh » aawitry «§ Ireland th«« 
iu)l hftVO Mirvtvdl tar & 
im tib. oo^HOitii akiONphore « hkh 


awe 



monasi^rj, nor even send a policeman to arrest a 
criminal wlio had. taken shelter within its walls. Arch- 
bishops and bishops, powerful as they were, found their 
authority cease when they entered the gates of a Bene- 
• dictine or Dominican abbey. 

So utterly have times changed, that with your 
utmost exertions you will hardly be able to picture to 
yourselves the Catholic Church in the days of its great- 
ness. Our school-books tell us how the Emperor of 
Germany held the stirrup for Pope Gregery the 
Seventh to mount .his mule; how our own English 
Henry Plantagenet walked barefoot through the streets 
of Canterbury, and knelt in the Chapter House for 
the monks to flog him. The first of these incidents, I 
was brought up to believe, proved the Pope to be the 
man of Sin. Anyhow, they are both facts, and not 
romances ; and you may form some notion from them 
how high in the world^s eyes^ the Church must have 
stood. 

And be sure it did not achieve that proud position 
without deserving it. The Teutonic and Latin princes 
were not credulous fools ; and when they submitted, it 
was to something stronger than theiuselves-^tronger in 
Mmh and muscle, or stronger in int^oot and character. 

So the Church was in its vigour : so the Church was 
mf at the opening of the sixteenth century. Po#er— 
wealthr-^security— men are more than mortal if they 



